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Governor emphasizes on technology intervention in rural areas for sustainable agriculture 

Pantnagar. 10 November, 2009. There is a need of taking the benefits of technology intervention and 
creating better marketing opportunities in rural areas for sustainable agriculture development in the hills 
of Uttarakhand in particular and in the country in general. This can be achieved by halting the 
conversion of cultivable agricultural land into Special Economic Zones (SEZs) and instead empowering 
farmers with technologies for increasing the production and raise their income for a better life. This was 
stated by H.E. Governor of Uttarakhand Smt. Margaret Alva in her inaugural address on the occasion of 
4th Uttarakhand State Science and Technology Congress-2009 being organized by G.B. Pant University 
of Agriculture and Technology (G.B.P.U.A.&T.) at its Pantnagar campus in association with 
Uttarakhand State Council for Science and Technology, from November 10-12, 2009.  

The Governor also said that Uttarakhand’s mountains owe to the green revolution and industrial 
progress in the plains; so, the well-being of the mountains of Uttarakhand is crucial. She also advocated 
for improved technologies for the women farmer of Uttarakhand and suitable recommendation by this 
congress keeping them in view. Smt. Alva further added that food adulteration needs to be tackled on an 
urgent basis by adopting zero tolerance policy and enforcing strict legislative measures. Uttarakhand’s 
fertile land today produces 60 lac tons of fruits and four lac tons of vegetables, which should be saved 
from wastage by creating post harvest and marketing facilities and setting up of food processing units.  

Dr. B.S. Bisht, Vice-Chancellor, Pantvarsity in his welcome address informed that the University 
has played a great role in starting Green Revolution in the country and has been helping the farming 
community by setting up extension and outreach stations. He also told about the education research and 
extension programmes of the University. He said that following the agenda of generating science and 
technology for the farmers by developing technologies for different agro-ecological zones, the university 
has been formulating programmes and conducting researches suited to the socio-economic and cultural 
realms of the agrarian society.    

Dr. Rajendra Dobhal, Director, UCOST told that the three day congress is based on the theme- 
‘Promotion and adoption of rural technologies in Uttarakhand’ under the global theme “Heal, Fuel, Feed 
the World”. It will help the scientists to exchange the ideas among themselves. The congress will also 
help in identifying 40 young scientist from different subjects for their support and promotion.  

Prof. A.N. Mukhopadhyay in the field of Agricultural Sciences, Prof. S.K. Joshi in the field of 
Physical Sciences and Prof. A.N. Purohit in the field of Life Sciences were conferred Life Time 
Achievement awards during the occasion. Eminent galaxy of scientists, which graced the occasion were 
Prof G.J. Samanthanam, Advisor, Dept. of Science and Technology (DST), Dr. V.P.S. Arora, Vice-
Chancellor, Kumaon University, Dr. B.P. Purohit and Dr. D.P. Uniyal from UCOST, Dr. B.M. Sharma, 
Director, Society of Pollution and Environmental Conservation Scientists (SPECS).  

Vote of thanks was delivered by convener of congress Dr B.R.K. Gupta and Mona Bali from 
SPECS anchored the programme.  

 



 
Smt. Alva lighting the lamp in the inaugural of the congress.  
 



 
 
Addressing the scientist in inaugural session Governor Smt. Alva. 
 



 
 
Smt. Alva and other releasing the publication broadout by pantvarsity scientist   
 



 
 
 
Presenting memento to Smt. Alva, Vice-Chancellor, Dr. B.S. Bisht.   
 
 

   


