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Science and Technology Congress concluded  
 

Pantnagar.13 November, 2009. The three-day event, the 4th Uttarakhand State Science & Technology 
Congress-2009, organized by G.B. Pant University of Agriculture & Technology, Pantnagar and 
Uttarakhand Council of Science and Technology, Dehradun came to a close with the Valedictory 
Function held on 12th November, 2009 in the Gandhi Auditorium. The Chief Guest of the inaugural 
session was Dr. Girjesh Pant, Vice-Chancellor, Doon University, Dehradun. The session was chaired by 
Dr. B.S. Bisht, Vice-Chancellor, Pantvarsity. The other dignitaries on the dais included Dr. R. Saha, 
Guest of Honour and former advisor Department of Science & Technology of Government of India and 
Dr. G.K. Garg, Director Krishi Dhan, Jalna, Maharashtra besides Dr. Rajendra Dobhal Director UCOST, 
Dr. B.R.K. Gupta, convener and Dr. Anil Kumar Gupta, organizing Secretary of the programme.  

Dr. Girjesh Pant in his thought-provoking address said that agricultural sector cannot make a 
revolutionary change if the state does not support it. He said that public expenditure in agriculture is 
declining, a situation which need to be corrected. He also said that unless we are not able to draw value 
out of our natural resources the younger generation will always move out of it. Dr. Pant Said that at 
present technology is playing a role in favour of those who are commanding the resources and not in 
favour of farmers.  

Dr. B.S. Bisht, Vice-Chancellor of Pantvarsity, opined the need for bringing all the scientific 
organizations in the state under a network mode operation, sorting out the priorities and defining the task 
to be carried out in various regions. He felt that there should be free access to facilities so that scholars 
would face no obstruction. He urged that key areas of R&D and HRD in hill areas needed to be 
identified.  

Dr. Dobhal presented the report of various sessions held during this period. He commended the 
inflow of about 1000 papers out of which 600 were presented and 200 papers happened to be from 
agricultural sciences. He briefly touched upon the number and substance of the papers on 16 disciplines 
that were earmarked for discussions. He informed that four brainstorming session were also held. He also 
presented in brief the important recommendation of the congress. 

Dr. Saha lauded the enthusiastic participation of young members and desired that the science and 
technology should address the social needs. He, however, felt that there was not much discussion on 
climate change and its impact on the society, which is a burning issue of this era, Dr. G.K. Garg, an 
alumnus of Pantvarsity, drew the attention to the increasing ratio of farmers on 12% arable land in the 
state; and hence the growing importance of few resources and genetic engineering for quality seed 
production. He related how B.T. cotton had transformed cotton productivity in the country.  

For recognition of the fresh talent amongst the young scientists, awards were given away to 48 
selected contestants by the Chief Guest, Dr. Girjesh Pant. Earlier Dr. B.R.K. Gupta welcomed the guests 
and others. The valedictory session was brought to a close by a vote of thanks proposed by Dr. Anil 
Kumar, organizing Secretary of the Congress.    
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A view of dais during the valedictory function of the congress  
 



 
 
 
Addressing the audience in the valedictory function of the congress 
 



 
 
 
Dr. Girjesh Pant awarding the selected young scientist   
 


