Press release

G.B. Pant University of Agriculture & Technology, Pantnagar
National Youth Symposium on “Social Entrepreneurshp for Rural Development”

Pantnagar. 23 January 2010. The G.B. Pant University of Agricutdrd echnology organized a National
Symposium on the topic ‘Social Entrepreneurship for Rural Dexedop under Yuva-a campaign for
radical change in youth on the*2and 22° of January, 2010, with initiative of the youth of Vivekananda
Swadhayay Mandal and Sanskritik Chetna Parishad. The symposiuatteaged by 80 participants of
different universities from all over the country and renowned ozg#on in the field of social
entrepreneurship like Kaushalya foundation, Sulabh International and Indo-DaoticlulElire project.

Dr. K.K. Singh, Registrar and Acting Vice-Chancellor, while inaugngathe symposium said that
this was a unique opportunity to explore new field in the arena of self emplogntesbcial upliftment

The Symposium focused on infusing the spirit of social entrepremguaskd enhancement of
personal development among the youth. Dr. B. Kumar, Director Comatiamc asked students to pay
heed to the call of inner voice and take important decision for lifeKisushlendra Kumar, 1IM, Graduate,
MD of Kaushalya and a social entrepreneur, inspired the youth tomeepb providers by applying the
talents and training. Mr. Sudhir Chaddha, a renowned entrepreneur afkb#tad, showed his valuable
experience in Horticulture development which has inspired éesnof hills to come forward with
innovation.

Dr. M.P. Singh, Executive Chairman of Sulabh International, talked aheuéxemplary works
done by Sulabh International for the upliftment of scavengers throagintg and employment. Students
from different universities presented their business plans of ativevideas ranging from basic facilities
for pilgrims, biogas, rose oil extraction, garbage and laptops for psorg their creativity, business
acumen and communication skills. This was followed by interaession to explain the role of social
entrepreneurs to educated youth in solving the million problems of rural areas.

The deliberation of the two days inspired the participants and expexdsnclude that social
entrepreneurship should become a part of technical universitig&ulum. The universities must have an
entrepreneurship centre to train, help and guide students in develbgingcteative ideas. Regular
training, seminars and symposia should be organized in the Univdcsitgreate entrepreneurial
environment.

The two days’ sessions were also attended by Dr. A.K. Karnatdn Btudent Welfare, Dr. B.
Kumar, HOD, Agriculture Extension and Communication, Dr. G.K. Singhn&adlege of Veterinary and
Animal Sciences, and the guest of honour, Mr. Sudhir Chaddha, Founder of Indo-DutchtEternaject
and popularly known as ‘Papaya Man’.

(B. Kumar)
Director Communication
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